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Rabbit Tales 
 

iAct Theatre  Grades: PK-2 

ABOUT THE PERFORMANCE 
This production tells four stories about Rabbits: Peter Cottontail, Brer Rabbit, Peter Rabbit, and the Velveteen 
Rabbit. Each tale is performed back-to-back. Audience members are encouraged to help our bunnies escape 
farmers, make decisions and few will be brought onstage to help play characters. Each story has a Rabbit that 
makes a discovery. Peter Cottontail realizes that anything can happen onstage and uses his imagination to 
rule the day. Brer Rabbit must use wits and smarts to escape becoming Brother Fox’s Rabbit Stew. Peter 
makes bad choices and recalls his mother’s lessons to find his way home. Velvet wrestles with where he 
belongs until love helps him to become a real rabbit. 
 
 
TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills):                                                         

 
 

Theater Science Lang. 
Arts 

Math Social 
Studies 

The Students Will: 
* Demonstrate appropriate etiquette during live 
performances. 
* Read with comprehension. 
*Practice listening and speaking. 
* Write stories, poems, and other forms that express their 
ideas and feelings about real or imagined people, events, and 
ideas. 
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STAAR (State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness): (Note the grade level when these are first assessed.) 

Writing 
Grade 4 
Recording Category 1 
(10) Composition: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts--writing process. The 
student uses the writing process recursively to compose multiple texts that are legible and uses appropriate 
conventions. 
 
Reading 
Grades 3 
(7) Multiple genres: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts--literary elements. 
The student recognizes and analyzes literary elements within and across increasingly complex traditional, 
contemporary, classical, and diverse literary texts. 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS GUIDE 
iACT 

  Performance 
 

Young Audiences of Houston; Arts for Learning             © 2023 Young Audiences of Houston 
675 Bering Drive, Suite 300, Houston, Texas 77057   Scheduling: 713.520.9264 Fax: 713.552.0612  www.yahouston.org       
 

Academic Vocabulary: 
Peter Cottontail * A story by Thornton Burgess about Peter Rabbit who, unhappy at his 

plain-sounding name, briefly changes his name to Peter Cottontail. He 
begins acting important to live up to his new name, but after much teasing 
from his friends, he soon returns to his original name.  
 

Br’er (Brother) 
Rabbit 

*The main character in an oral tradition passed down by African Americans 
of the Southern United States. This trickster survives by using his wits, 
rather than fighting. Popular adaptations are by Joel Chandler Harris and 
Walt Disney. 
  

Peter Rabbit *A fictional animal character in various children's stories by Beatrix Potter. 
The first story follows mischievous and disobedient young Peter as he gets 
into, and is chased around, the garden of Mr. McGregor. 
 

The Velveteen 
Rabbit 

* A children’s book subtitled “Or How Toys Become Real,” written by 
Margery Williams. It chronicles the story of a stuffed rabbit and his desire 
to become real, through the love of his owner. 
 

 
 
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS: 
 
Before the performance 

• What do you know about rabbits? 
• What stories do you know about rabbits?  

 
After the performance: 

• What did you like best about the presentation? 
• Write, draw, tell, sing, dance, or act out your favorite part. 

 
Language Arts:  
 

• Read and discuss one or more of the books related to the presentation. 
• Make up your own stories about rabbits.  
• Write words that can be made with the letters in “rabbits.” Examples: r a b b I t s: 

bit, bat, sat, rat, tar, star, brat, sir, etc.  
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Math:  
 

• Make up and solve math problems involving rabbits. 
 

 
 

Social Studies: 
 

• Read and discuss rabbits in other stories from other cultures, such as the Mexican 
tale: The Tale of Rabbit and Coyote by Tony Johnston. 

• Read and discuss tricksters, such as Br’er Rabbit, from other cultures, such as Anansi 
the Spider from the Ashanti, the Monkey King from China, the Coyote in Native 
American tales, or Ijapa the Tortoise from the Yoruba.  

 
 
 

Science:  
 

• Find out more about real rabbits. 
• Raise a rabbit in the classroom.  

 
 
 

Resources: 
 
Important facts about rabbits: 
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/general-animals/10-hopping-fun-rabbit-
facts/ 
 
Books that teach positive social/emotional values: 

• It’s Mine! by Leo Lionni 
• The Empty Pot by Demi 
• A Chair for my Mother by Vera B. Williams 
• Elmer by David McKee 



 
 
 

 CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS GUIDE 
iACT 

  Performance 
 

Young Audiences of Houston; Arts for Learning             © 2023 Young Audiences of Houston 
675 Bering Drive, Suite 300, Houston, Texas 77057   Scheduling: 713.520.9264 Fax: 713.552.0612  www.yahouston.org       
 

• Zero by Kathryn Otoshi 
 
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST: 
Founded as InterActive Theater Company in 1998, iAct Houston started after seeing the growing need for family 
theater and arts programming in Houston. Since then, iAct has become a true pacesetter: producing theater that 
quite literally brings children from the audience into every performance. With innovative and original scripts and 
an improvisational performance style, InterActive Theater is, without a doubt, a must-see, can’t-miss, got-to-go-
again arts experience for children and grown-up children alike! 
 


